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herent necessity to ethical egoism. That it usually succeeds
in avoiding this issue only proves that here as elsewhere facts
are stronger than theories.

(d) Ethical Atomism and the Psychological Theory
of Substance.

The clearest reflection of the ethical views of an age is
always to be found in the metaphysical conceptions that
embody its thoughts about God, the world and humanity.
Metaphysics may free itself from the direct influence of
experience, but it will always bear the plain impress of
those general assumptions and postulates which the spirit
of the age applies to practical life. So we find that the
ethical individualism of the last two centuries is most faith-
fully portrayed in the atomistic conception of the soul
maintained by Cartesianism. Psychology has shown the
worthlessness of this doctrine, but it will probably continue
to survive for some time in the popular metaphysics of
persons of culture and eclectic philosophers, as a symptom
which, though of little importance for metaphysics, yet fur-
nishes a striding proof of the hold that the ethical ideas of
the rationalistic Enlightenment still have upon us. Psychical
atomism, with its simple substances whose interaction is
purely external and occasional, allows of no spiritual
coherence, no universal psychical life, or universal psychical
ends, except such as are common to a number of individuals
who happen to live together. Such a view is tolerable only
if real life is regarded as merely a temporary stage of
preparation for a better existence in the future. Even then,
the outcome must correspond to the nature of the preparatory
stage. As a matter of fact, this ethical egoism goes to the
length of regarding the connection of souls as the source
of the evil in existence, and extols a condition in which